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A Message from the President

. hen people learn of my association with Cooper

- Union the reaction is invariably, ‘‘I know Cooper
Union. It’s a great college.”” Many know about us
. because their daughter or uncle or grandfather went
* there. Or they may have come to an exhibition or a
Great Hall Program. But often as not, they will follow their
remarks of praise with, ‘‘I’ve never really been there, but I al-
ways hear good things about it.”’

Institutional reputations are interesting academic phenom-
ena. One is never quite sure when such reputations are ac-
quired, or how. And at what point an institution is deemed to
have a “‘good’’ reputation rather than a ‘‘bad’’ one, or for
that matter, little reputation at all. I am gratified that Cooper
Union is in the category of institutions of higher education la-
beled as a place of academic distinction; one founded on noble
principles with a present day community of students and fac-
ulty of surpassing excellence. I suspect that reputations do not
come full blown, but are built one brick at a time by every stu-
dent who attended Cooper over the past 125 years and by
those faculty members who shared Peter Cooper’s dream and
helped make it come true by shaping generation after genera-
tion of graduates from this unique place.

We are very conscious of our reputation and our efforts are
constantly directed toward maintaining and improving our
good name.

During this celebratory year marking the 125th anniversary
of the founding of Cooper Union we are especially aware of
the enduring nature of the college and the obligation to mea-
sure up to the high standards of that legacy.

This special issue of At Cooper Union is dedicated to the fu-
ture of the college, but always with a view to our illustrious
past. The range of articles gives evidence, I believe, of the fact
that after a century and a quarter Cooper Union still remains
faithful to the credo of its founder and continues to be in the
vanguard of professional education in this country.

We are changing to meet new needs and contemporary chal-
lenges, but our ‘‘good’’ reputation remains constant.

Bill N. Lacy
= President
The Cooper Union
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The Life & Times of
William Lohman

"' had never met an 104

~ year old man before. Ei-

. ther had Al Malkin, our

' designer for Ar Cooper
Union, or Jose Pelaez, our
Fiate photographer, both
young Cooper grads. We didn’t
know what to expect as we drove
through the flower-encircled drive-
way of the Courtland Gardens Nurs-
ing Home in Stamford, Connecticut
to visit CU’s oldest living alumnus,
William A. Lohman.

Willie, as he is called, graduated
Cooper Union in 1900. What better
way to celebrate our 125 years than
to span the historic moments with a
very spunky, intelligent and humble
informant. The chance to record an
oral history of the place and times
was not to be missed.

When we arrived on that Sunday
afternoon of Mother’s Day, Willie
Lohman was casually dressed and sit-
ting up in a large chair near the win-
dow. His skin, like so many people
who have lived long, threw off a
pink, soft light, reminiscent of many
new borns. Although his eyesight is
poor and he is hard of hearing, Mr.
Lohman easily grasped my hand and
held it tenderly to his chest for
awhile, as if he were taking in who I
was on another realm of the senses.
He knew why we had come and was
eager to get started. After presenting
him with a number of small gifts, a
Cooper T-shirt, a coffee mug, a pen,
a chocolate Foundation Building bar,
and an 1 LOVE CU button, we began
our history.

Mr. Lohman had been born in
Brooklyn, New York on October 2,
1879. Mr. Lohman’s parents were
German immigrants who arrived in
this country over 112 years ago. His
father was a machinist, who, accord-
ing to Mr. Lohman, ““Could have
been more.”” He remembers life at
the turn of the century as difficult.
‘It was a very crude existence, we
were just getting out of the farm age
of severe living.”’

At 15 he was working as a mes-
senger boy in New York City. It
was at R.G. Dun and Co. that he
learned to operate ‘‘a new fangled
invention . . . the typewriter.”” He
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would work there during the day
and attend Cooper Union at night,
taking classes in science and engi-
neering. ‘It was quite difficult to
work all day and then attend college
for two or three hours,’” reflected,
Mr. Lohman. He also remembers
that the ‘‘professors were recognized
authorities.”” One such professor was
M. Plimpton, son-in-law of Peter
Cooper, who according to Mr.
Lohman was outstanding in his field.
He remembered that Plimpton’s
name was on a plate in the center of
the Brooklyn Bridge, having been
one of its engineers. He also recalled
the name of Messrs. Anthony and
Brackett as having co-authored the
chemistry text book used in most
colleges. ““Mr. Anthony,”" he said,
“‘when asked by students why he
had left a leading college to teach at
Cooper, expressed surprise at the
question and answered that boys
who worked at day and attended
classes at night showed their desire
for knowledge.”” Mr. Lohman as-
serted, *‘In response many students
attained outstanding achievements to
justify Mr. Anthony’s beliefs and
leadership.””

What impressed Mr. Lohman
about Cooper was the school’s abil-
ity to take students coming from
grammar school into a program of
technical study. Today, he said, that
would be impossible. ‘It was, in my
mind, a tribute to the teaching skills
and dedication that existed at Cooper
Union that allowed it to be so suc-
cessful.”’

In a stream of memories, Willie
Lohman talked about how after

v L
%

photos: Jose Pelaez

school hours, late in the evening, he
and his buddies would walk to the
Brooklyn Bridge via the Bowery. He
lamented, ‘‘No one ever bothered or
annoyed us then.”” Then, as if the
thoughts were connected, he added,
““We respected our fellow students.
Some had advanced experience and
were of immeasurable assistance

in introducing novices to difficult
subjects.”

In 1900 Mr. Lohman emerged
from Cooper with a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Engineering. How-
ever, because he could not make a
connection with any engineering
firm, his career in engineering never
materialized. Instead his career ad-
vanced at R.G. Dun & Co., now
Dun & Bradstreet. He moved from
typist to assistant to the manager of
the City Department. He learned
“‘to analyze and be proficient in fig-
ures.”” And soon, Mr. Lohman was
handling the responsibility of ensur-
ing accuracy of reports and ratings

Judith Garten, editor of At Cooper
Union, elicits, through a series of ques-
tions, rememberances of things past
from 104-year old William Lohman.




that went into the Dun Registry.

After being in the City Depart-
ment for awhile, Willie Lohman ad-
vanced to the position of a sales rep-
resentative. There he experienced
and learned to weather stock market
fluctuations and crisis. By 1929 he
was ‘‘seasoned’’ and ready to cope
with the stock market crash. He said
he was very fortunate because he had
lost very little money. His experi-
ences made him very conservative
and cautious in money matters. Ac-
cording to Harrington Drake, chair-
man of The Dun & Bradstreet Cor-
poration, William Lohman after 56
years of service to the company
earned himself the reputation as
““The Dean of Dun & Bradstreet’s
New York Sales Department.”’

He also developed a very cautious
approach to living after having es-

Although Willie Lohman’s
graduating class picture
could not be obtained, this
photograph of the 1899
class conveys the look of the
graduates of his day.

caped two episodes with firearms.
One incident occured on a fourth of
July, early 1900’s, when a man prac-
ticing his aim accidentally released
the trigger of his rifle and the bullet
grazed Willie Lohman’s chest. The
second terrifying event happened in,
of all places, a church. A meeting
was taking place when an angry
drunk armed with a pistol yelled to
Mr. Lohman, ‘‘Stop or I’ll blow
your brains out.”’ His intoxication
saved Willie Lohman. The man
missed, but to this day Mr. Lohman
can still feel the bullet whizzing by
his head.

Looking back over his many years,
our oldest alumnus holds Andrew
Mellon up as his hero of all time. He
trusts completely the financial advice
of ““‘Barney Baruch.”” And he be-
lieves that Herbert Hoover was the
best president during his lifetime.

He is quick to give advice to
young people. He tells them, ‘“Many
things come in the course of life that
you never foresee at all—they just
happen. You have to accept these

challenges, whatever they may be.”’
He adds, ““Get the most out of your
schooling. It broadened my mind
and made me understand the part of
life that is so necessary to be success-
ful. I believe in the importance of
every human life and the challenge
that faces every person; specifically,
the struggle to work hard and fulfill
one’s dreams.”’

His 3 children, 7 grandchildren
and 20 great grandchildren have
heartily accepted his advice. They
honor their father’s life as the
acceptance and achievement of that
challenge.

Now, 125 years after Peter
Cooper met the challenge of his
dream, The Cooper Union still
stands in a light that illuminates the
way for many young men and
women who aspire to sharpen their

talents and who wish to contribute
their gifts to the world.

Meeting Willie Lohman was for
us a way to visualize the vast influ-
ence Peter Cooper had on so many
generations. His generous spirit of-
fered the opportunity to those who
otherwise could not afford an educa-
tion to manifest their dreams and
ideals. And while longevity in itself
is not a real value, we can appreciate
the richness of longevity when it is
embraced by a spirit that adheres to
the ideals of human dignity and the
belief that man has the potential for
perpetual growth.

Judith Garten
Director of Public Information,
Publications

Editor’s Note: As this story was being
prepared for At Cooper Union, we
heard the sad news that William
Lohman had passed away on June
17th. We salute his strong and stead-
fast spirit.
















